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, Premiums for New Subscriptions to: 
. “Tabernacle and Purgatory” 


me 


“The piture of the Miraculous Crucifix is all and more than you make it 
out to be in your magazine,”’ writes a priest. Our offer still holds good: A large 
picture of the Holy Christ of Limpias for one new subscription; a larger picture 
tor two new subscriptions to ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 


One New 
Subscription 


Two New 
Subscriptions 


"4 


“f 


Three New 
Subscriptions 


Five New 
Subscriptions 


Six New 
Subscriptions 


Eight New 
Subscriptions 


A Brochure, containing the doctrine of Bl. de Montfort on 
“True Devotion to Mary,” a most welcome premium; or, 
A Gilt Jubilee Medal of St. Benedict; or, 

A Genuine Cocoa Rosary. 


A Beautiful Picture, “Death of St. Joseph,” 15x22 in.; 
or, A Lovely Picture of the Mother of God with the 
Divine Child, 16 x 26 in.; or ; 

“The Holy Face,” 16 x 21 in. 


“The Golden’ Book,” A complete Blessed Virgin Prayet- 
book, containing the treatise of Bl. de Montfort on “True 
Devotion to Mary,” cloth binding, red edges; or. 

“The Last Supper,” 20x32 in. The original is considered 
the greatest masterpiece of Christian art. 


A Rolled-gold Scapular Locket, with Gold-filled chain; 
or, A Heavily Gold-plated Jubilee Medal of St. Bene- 
dict, with chain. 


“The Golden Book,” A complete Blessed Virgin prayer- 
book, containing the treatise of Bl. de Montfort on “True 
Devotion to Mary,” gold edges, leather binding, 448 pp.; 
or, “The Passion of our Lord Jesus Christ,” according to 
the Revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich, in German 
or in English. 


The Book ‘‘Father Paul of Moll’’ in English only; or 
‘*Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament,’’ in Eng- 
lish or in German, leather binding; or, 

A handsome Rosary, Gold-filled chain, guaranteed 
from 10 to 20 years. 





FOR ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS 
Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus. A variety of 
loving aspirations to the Divine Infant, unsurpassed in charm and 
beauty. Suitable for preparing the heart for Advent and Christmas. 
A friend: ““These devotions are so sweet... so deeply spiritual.” 
5 cts. each. 
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Tabernacle and Purgatory 





A monthly periodical devoted to the honor of the Most Blessed Sacrament and 
the consolation of the Poor Souls. Price $1.00; Canada $1.50 
Published with the approbation of Rt. Rev. M. F. Burke, D. D. 





Vol. 18 NOVEMBER, 1922 No. 7 





Though{s for All Saints’ Day 





PERHAPS never during the year do we feel so intense a long- 
ing, so homesick for heaven, as on the feast of All Saints, when 
in spirit we behold the thousands and hundreds of thousands 
around the throne of God in their glory and happiness. In 
the following pages we quote a few passages from the writings 
of learned and holy persons, concerning the bliss and joys 
of heaven. 

Once on the eve of All Saints’ Day, Bl. Mary of the 
Incarnation was so filled with devotion and interior joy, that 
she could not refrain from exclaiming three times, I saw a 
great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations 
standing before the throne (Apoc. vii. 9). Then she added, 
“What a holy society! Oh, blissful eternity! Oh, place of 
sanctity, where unceasingly they sing, ‘Holy, holy, holy’ and 
the grand Alleluia!” She said these words with most ardent 
and glowing love, and was unable to conceal her rapture. So 
inflamed was she with love, that merely to look at her, filled 
one’s heart with extraordinary devotion. On one occasion, 
when explaining to the religious the words from Scupoli’s 
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“Spiritual Combat,” that souls striving for perfection, can enjoy 
heavenly consolations even in this world, she said, “Oh, my 
Sisters, how true it is, that a soul who loves to be despised, 
and seeks God in solitude and in detachment from all things, 
enjoys heavenly bliss here on earth. What happiness, what 
goodness of God! Such a soul is alone, detached from all 
things, and enjoys a life of felicity already here below.” During 
her last illness, being asked by the physician how she felt, 
she replied, Oh, how sweet it is to be in the hands of God. 


Every Wish is Fulfilled 


The pious and learned Hettinger says: “As the aurora 
overspreads and illumines the dark cloud, so does the glory of 
God with its splendor, illumine the souls of the elect; as the 
diamond in the ray of light, so does the soul sparkle in the 
light of the Divinity. For, God is in the souls of the elect; 
He permeates all their powers and faculties. God abides in 
them, so that now the Apostle’s word is perfectly fulfilled: 
‘I live, now not I, but Christ liveth in me’” (Gal. ii. 20). 

In possessing the Sovereign Good, all the desires of the 
elect are accomplished. St. Augustine in a letter to St. Jerome 
asked him whether the elect in heaven desire anything they 
cannot obtain. Thus reads the answer of St. Jerome: “The 
blessed in heaven are so firmly rooted in God, that they desire 
nothing nor can they desire anything but what God wills. They, 
therefore, obtain everything they wish. For whatever they 
desire, God wills and grants. It never will happen to any of 
us that his wish is not granted. What we desire, is God, Him 
exclusively; and since we possess God as we desire Him, what 
more could we wish? We have everything we desire!” 

Bourdaloue says: “Dare I mention myself as a proof? 
Howsoever great a sinner I am, God has, nevertheless, deigned 
many a time to bestow His special graces upon me. How 
often, O Lord, have I not tasted in the most delightful manner 
the superfluity of heavenly consolations, this foretaste of para- 
dise. How often, when inebriated with Thyself, did I not 
despise the world and deem it as nothing? By banishing from 
my heart all worthless pleasures, Thou Thyself didst take 
possession thereof. If Thou dost give me such happiness in 
this place of exile and misery, where I behold Thee but through 
the dim veil of faith, what may I not expect in the land of 
the blessed where I shall behold Thee face to face? (Serm. i. 1. b.) 
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A Beautiful Comparison 


In the sixteenth century, there lived in Rome, a holy man, 
Francis Julianus, who was a zealous adorer of the most Blessed 
Trinity. One time as he passed through the streets at midday 
he stopped suddenly, and all enraptured looked up at the sun. 
His companion, who found the heat very oppressive and was 
looking about for a shady place, asked in astonishment, why 
he stood still. “Oh,” he answered, “the sun does not trouble 
me; the sight of it fills my soul with heavenly refreshment. 
The unchangeableness of its existence throughout so many 
thousands of years, reminds me of the eternity of the Father; 
its illumination, of the Son, Who, as the only true light came 
into this world and dispelled the darkness; and the fire, of the 
Holy Ghost, whose fire purifies our souls like gold in the 
furnace, that we may become a pure and worthy ornament 
for heaven. And as all growth and vegetation, all color and 
beauty of nature come from the sun, so all grace and beauty 
of our souls, come from the Blessed Trinity.” 

The elect will see God as He is, His splendor and His 
entire beauty, eternally old and eternally new; and in Him 
will they behold all the mysteries of faith revealed, they will 
recognize in Him all the wonders of the creation, the ways 
of Redemption, the history of the whole world and the history 
of each individual... And all this they will understand better 
than we now can comprehend ourselves. In God they behold 
themselves freed from sin, freed from all evil, freed from the 
curse of perishableness. Having entered heaven with their 
knowledge and love, they participate in His life, in life eternal, 
in undisturbed rest, in new joys, in an ever new knowledge 
of Him, in ever new activity, in ever new love. There they 
behold how God has loved them from eternity, how His Divine 
eye has steadily rested upon them, from the beginning; there 
they recognize His decrees in all the events of their lives, in 
the sufferings endured, in the temptations conquered, in the 
‘sins expiated, in the abundance of graces received. 


Power of Holy Communion 


From Bl. Nicholas de Flue, who for twenty years was 
nourished exclusively by the power of Holy Communion, which 
he was wont to receive with angelical devotion, we have a 
brief remark, which gives some light with regard to the won- 
derful preservation of corporal life. “My whole heart and 
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soul,” he says, “becomes so overwhelmed with heavenly joy 
and consolation, that I am floating therein and the superabun- 
dance overflows upon my body, also.” Therefore he used no 
corporal nourishment. 

St. Catherine of Genoa was sometimes seized with such 
glowing love at Holy Communion, that she invited all creatures 
to praise God. “Are you not all creatures of my God? Love 
Him, therefore, and praise Him with all your power. O Love, 
who could resist loving Thee? In the midst of the tumult of 
the world, nothing will be able to extinguish in me the ardor 
of my love.” One day she gazed steadfastly for a whole hour 
at the wall, whilst a heavenly smile was playing about her 
lips. When she came to herself again, and was questioned, 
she replied, “Our Lord permitted me to taste a drop of the 
joys of eternal life.” 

One time when St. Gertrude was seized with a super- 
abundant ardor of love, our Lord said to her, “Who does not 
know, that the sweetness of My Divinity, a power so inesti- 
mable, surpasses in an incomprehensible degree all human 
and sensual pleasures, because all corporal sweetness, if com- 
pared with My Divine sweetness is, as a drop of dew beside 
the boundless waters of the ocean.” 

St. Hedwig was often found by her daughter-in-law, Anna, 
absorbed in prayer, shining with a snowy-white and rosy 
countenance, and so transformed in the rapture of her soul, 
as to present a heavenly appearance. 

On the night of the feast of St. Clare, an angel appeared 
to St. Margaret of Cortona and blessed her. His blessing so 
completely filled her heart with the joy and bliss of Divine 
love, that even her body was powerfully affected and her 
nerves seemed too weak to endure such a strain. Every fibre 
was incited to rejoice, and it was impossible for her to restrain 
the outbursts of her happiness. She said she was forced to 
rejoice and exult regardless of her illness. Once, after receiving 


Holy Communion, she exclaimed, “I am in the bliss of God, 


and am experiencing the joys of paradise!” At another time, 
she exclaimed, “How can all the heavenly hosts who have en- 
tered the glory of heaven endure so great a sweetness?” 

St. Armella was so favored in this regard, that she de- 
clared, “Were I to shed as many tears as there are drops in 
the sea, the love and gratitude which I owe to my God for 
His goodness, would not yet be satisfied.” 
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This picture shows saints who practiced the seven corporal works of mercy in a special manner. Our Savior opens His arms and says 
The angel points to a scroll reading: “‘ You have done it to Me,” — whatever you have done to my least brethren. 


1. To feed the hungry. — 
St. Elizabeth of Hungary who 
bore food to the poor in her 
mantle. Once in the midst of 
winter, she met her husband, 
and the bread she carried 
turned into roses. 


2. To give drink to the 
thirsty.—St. Zita with pitcher. 
She sanctified herself in the 
humble station of a servant- 
maid; was very charitable to 
the poor. 


3. To clothe the naked. — 
St. Vincent de Paul who spent 
his life for the welfare of aban- 
doned children. 


4. To shelter the home- 
less. — St. Hedwig, Empress, 
who built homes for widows 
and orphans, and monasteries 
for nuns. 


5. To visit the sick. — St. 
Cosmas,a physician of the early 
Christian era, who treated the 
poor sick free of charge. 


6. To ransom the cap- 
tives. — St. John de Matha who 
founded an Order for the re- 
demption of slaves. 

7. To bury the de — St. 
Louis of France who at the risk 
of his life often gave decent 
burial to his poor subjects. 


Come, ye blessed of My Father.’ 
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Bl. Kliaels Foligni, passed away Perry as though in 
,a dream..-Her last words were, “My bliss has already begun.” 


“Oh, How Beautiful is Our Home Above!” 


St. Paul of the Cross, was often seen looking up to heaven 
vand was. heard to exclaim with all the fervor of his heart, 
‘Oh, how beautiful is our home above! 

At times he interrupted his conversations, raised his eyes 
heavenward and said, “Above, yes, there above is true happi- 
ness, true bliss. I am no longer concerned about anything in 
‘this world. Yes, my God, I trust I will one day possess Thee.” 
A person who heard him speak of heaven, remarked, “Our 
good Father is already experiencing the happiness of heaven, 
therefore he speaks of it so beautifully.” One day, the Saint 
was alone in the house of some friends when his companion 
came to call him. He found the room filled with a supernatural 
light, and the joy he experienced was so great, that it seemed 
to him as though he were entering heaven. Looking at the 
Father, he noticed that his face emitted dazzling rays of light. 
St. Paul perceiving this, said in all humility, “Take care not 
to speak of it.” 

Bl. Henry Suso frequently said that the most excruciating 
torments of martyrdom were not sufficient to purchase, even 
for 4 moment, the rapturous delights he had once been vouch- 
safed to enjoy. 

An evil spirit speaking through a possessed person, was 
asked, what he would be willing to do to regain heaven, were it 
possible. He answered: “If a pillar, reaching from the earth to 
the clouds, were set all over with nails, knives and pointed 
instruments, and if I possessed a human body, and were to be 
pulled up and down along this pillar, day and night until the 
day of judgment — I would suffer it all most willingly, if thereby 
I could regain the grace and glory I have lost” (Miracul. v. 10). 


0D036H08286 


Christmas and New Year Post Cards 


Modern art disregards the significance of these beautiful feasts 
almost entirely. To the practical Catholic they have a deeper meaning 
than the mere exchange of presents. To supply our friends with suitable 
holiday cards, we offer these beautiful representations, which will edify 
your friends and inspire them with the true spirit of the season. 

Per pack of twelve cards, 25 cents. 
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- The Heavenly Kingdom 


For the feast of AIP Saints, from the Latin ae, = St. Augustine 





THE KINGDOM of heaven is a kingdotii of highest bliss — 
a kingdom without death and without end; — a kingdom of 
perpetual day; whence time is eternally éxcluded; — where the 
conqueror after his laborious combat is superabundantly re- 
warded with inconceivable riches, and his brow adorned with 
an imperishable crown, 

May the Divine mercy, grant that I, the least of God’s 
servants, freed from my sins, may lay down the burden of 
the flesh and with the choirs of the blessed enter into the rest 
of eternal joy, where I may stand with the blessed spirits before 
the throne of God’s glory, and behold the face of God there 
present! May I be transported to that place where death is 
no longer feared; where I may rejoice in the fullest ‘security 
of immortality and eternal incorruptibility; where, united with 
the All-knowing, the darkness of ignorance may be taken away. 
There I will despise everything earthly and consider this 
valley of tears not worthy of even a glance or thought, where 
life is so. perishable, so full of trouble, and so full of bitterness; 
where wickedness reigns and the powers of darkness are served. 


Joys of Paradise 


O life-giving life! O everlasting and eternally happy life! 
in which joy is unmarred by sorrow, where there is rest without 
labor, where dignity. is possessed without fear, where loss of 
treasures is no longer dreaded; where there is health without 
illness, satiety without diminution, life without death, duration 
without alteration, bliss without pain. O life, where all good 
is found in perfect love, where God is beheld face to face, 
where for all and in all is perfect knowledge, where we con- 
template the great goodness of God, where the Light which 
enlightens is glorified by the saints, where the Divine Majesty 
is present to our eyes, and the souls are unceasingly satiated 
by the Bread of life. They contemplate, and ever desire to 
contemplate, but their desire is without disquietude, and their 
satiety without disgust. 

‘There the true Son of Justice refreshes all by the vision 
of His: beauty, and transfigures and illumines:all the citizens 
of the-heavenly country. Being united with the immortal God 
they” become ‘immortal and imperishable, in accordance with 











206 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


the words of our Lord and Redeemer: “Father, I will that 
where I am, they also, whom Thou hast given Me, may be 
with Me: that they may see My glory which Thou hast given 
Me; that they all may be one, as Thou, Father, in Me, and I 
in Thee, that they also may be one in Us” (John xvii. 21, 24). 





An Act of Faith and Charity 


In our Adoration Chapel, the Blessed Sacrament is solemnly exposed 
day and night. It is the wish of Holy Church, that twenty wax candles 
continually burn before It. What a beautiful custom of the faithful, to 
have wax candies burned according to their intention before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament, as an expression of their faith and love. 

During the month of November, our thoughts turn to our dear 
departed. We long to give them consolation should they be still suffer- 
ing in purgatory. It would afford them great relief if we would have a 
candle burned for them before Jesus exposed in the Holy Eucharist. With 
great pleasure Jesus will accept this homage and graciously receive our 
petition for our loved ones. It is certain that such an act of love and such 
alms cannot fail to draw down God’s especial mercy on the poor souls. For 
an alms of 50 cts. a large wax candle will be burned one whole day and 
one whole night upon the altar of our Adoration Chapel before the Most 
Blessed Sacrament exposed; for $3.50, one whole week. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


ODODBIH’DBID*I 


Heaven upon Earth 





ALL MEN YEARN for happiness, and all strive to obtain 
it; they think, dream and speak of happiness. Take away this 
longing, this striving from the human heart, and it loses all 
energy and courage. Most people, however, have only their 
temporal welfare in view. They would have unclouded joys 
all the days of their life; in short, heaven upon earth is what 
they desire; for this they aim, to this they aspire. 

Such happiness as that desired by worldly-minded people, 
is not to be found here on earth. This earth will ever remain 
a valley of tears, a place where care and sorrow, pain and 
sickness of all kinds, mourning and death shall ever dwell. 

The children of God, that is, of the Catholic Church, 
therefore do not seek their heaven upon earth in perishable 
things, but rather in their own heart. They bear all toil and 
fatigue for the love of God; they suffer and pray with eyes 
directed to their heavenly home. They know that crosses and 
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trials borne in patience, in union with their suffering Redeemer 
will infallibly lead to the eternally beautiful heaven beyond; 
they know, that he who wishes to have an earthly heaven in 
this world, must fear to lose the true, eternal heaven beyond. 


A True Heaven upon Earth 


And yet, there is a true heaven here upon earth, a heaven 
so genuine, so beautiful, so grace-abounding, that the human 
heart exults and dilates with joy. This heaven is the presence 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. There before the tabernacle 
all our labors are lightened and sweetened; there our heart 
is satiated with the Bread of Life. There we receive eternal, 
inexpressibly precious graces and gifts. Once when the Ven- 
erable Balthasar Alvarez, confessor of St. Teresa, knelt before 
the tabernacle, the Divine Child appeared to him, His tiny hands 
filled to overflowing with pearls and diamonds, —so many, 
that He could scarcely hold them. Sorrowfully, the sweet Child 
said to Balthasar: If only some one would take them from Me! 

Every believing Christian should be impressed with joy- 
ful amazement and deepest gratitude at sight of the conde- 
scension of God manifested in the Holy Eucharist, and he should 
praise, without intermission, this celestial Gift, this Manna 
from heaven. Whoever disregards this wonderful Gift of God, 
forgets and overlooks that, in the tabernacle, the same God is 
present who conversed with our first parents in paradise and 
spoke to Moses from the burning bush. The same God veils 
Himself under the appearance of bread, who once in human 
form walked upon earth and brought to us the glad tidings 
of salvation; who comforted the sorrowing, healed the sick and 
raised the dead to life. The white Host conceals the God who 
once lay in the crib. From the altar, that Divine eye looks 
upon us, whose dying gaze was bent from the Cross upon His 
Mother and the beloved disciple; whose look, on the great day 
of recompense, will fill the blessed with delight. 


Mos| Sublime of All Devotions 


It is therefore not surprising that the Church and all per- 
sons enlightened from on high, regard love and veneration for 
the Most Blessed Sacrament as the highest of all devotions, 
and consider it one of the greatest graces if a human heart 
feels itself attracted in a special manner toward the Holy 
Eucharist. Whoever fosters this attraction, will obtain most in- 
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timate union with Christ through Holy Communion, will draw 
a fulness of unending treasures of grace from assisting at the 
Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, will often be drawn to turn to the 
holy tabernacle. Such a privileged soul has, indeed, found 
here upon earth, the paradise that was lost. 


Culmination of the Eucharistic Cult 


The culmination of the Eucharistic cult is reached in the 
Perpetual Adoration of the Sacred Host in solemn exposition 
in the monstrance on the altar. The Perpetual Adoration is 
an angelic service, an act of sublime faith and ardent love 
for time and eternity, a signal act of reparation to the Divine 
Heart of Jesus, a support for the Church militant, a cause of 
special delight for the Church triumphant, and a source of in- 
describable relief for the Church suffering in purgatory. 


. ke 
A Great Consolation ~— 


It is a great consolation for the faithful to know that in 
the United States there is a sanctuary of Perpetual Adoration, 
where the Blessed Sacrament is exposed day and night. One 
of the chief objects of this Solemn Service is to offer prayer 
and sacrifice for the alleviation and deliverance of the poor 
souls. The Benedictine Sisters of Clyde, Missouri, have kept 
up this Perpetual Adoration for nearly half a century. Day 
and night, without ceasing, they pray before the Most Blessed 
Sacrament exposed, for all the souls of the departed who have 
been recommended to their prayers. 

All the Sisters, nearly two hundred in number, receive 
and offer daily Holy Communion for these souls. Every day 
throughout the year, one or more Masses are offered for these 
same suffering souls and about fifty thousand Masses are heard 
by the Sisters for this intention during the year. The entire 
community daily offer their good works for the consolation 
and release of these departed souls. 

The living also may be enrolled and share in all the Holy 
Masses, Communions, prayers and good works heretofore men- 
tioned, that they may obtain the grace of final perseverance, 
of worthily receiving the last sacraments, and dying a happy 
death. To be admitted it is required that the name be registered 
at the Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, and an 
alms of fifty cents to one dollar be given for each person en- 
rolled. The alms need be given only once. It is used for the 
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maintenance of the House of God, for the ‘beautifying of the 
Adoration Chapel, and for purchasing candles, etc. The candles 
alone cost about two thousand dollars a year. 


The Devotion of the Present Time 


The illustrious Pope Leo XIII was called the Luminary 
from Heaven. So great were his intellectual gifts and so 
penetrating his gaze into the future, that even to this day his 
memory is held in high esteem. In 1892, Pope Leo XIII ad- 
dressed a famous Italian preacher with memorable words, 
truly prophetic, which deserve to be known far and wide: — 

“Our Lord came to the aid of each great tribulation with 
a special devotion. The present and future tribulations of the 
Church and of nations are greater than at any other period, 
and this persecution is more dangerous than those of previous 
times. Hence, the devotion which God sends to the succor 
of His Church and of the nations at the present time, is the 
devotion to the Most Holy Eucharist; it is the highest of all 
devotions! Preach this ever and always! Holy Communion 
must again be received frequently, yea, daily: the practices 
of the first Christian centuries must again be adopted.” 

Thus we see that the great, Divinely enlightened Pope 
recognized the Holy Eucharist as the hope and salvation for 
our evil and dangerous times. Similarly, every good Catholic 
should hail with joy everything conducive to awaken and prop- 
agate this highest devotion, namely, the love and veneration 
for the Most Blessed Sacrament. This is the object of our 
monthly publication, “Tabernacle and Purgatory”; this, above 
all, is its high, its sublime mission. 

Still fresh in the memory of all the faithful are the won- 
derful works accomplished by the saintly Pope Pius X, this 
Burning Fire, toward the furtherance of frequent and daily 
Communion. He commanded priests to open the tabernacles 
and feed the faithful, yea, even the children, with the Bread 
of Life. The Holy Father knew the faithful were facing a 
world-wide cataclysm, hence his zeal in urging them toward 
the Holy Eucharist. 

It was an open secret that the late Holy Father, Pope 
Benedict XV, venerated the Holy Eucharist with glowing love. 
From the day of his first Holy Mass, the Holy Eucharist was 
the Centre of his life. 
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And what of the present Holy Father, Pius XI? According 
to his direction at the Eucharistic Congress, the Most Blessed 
Sacrament should become the bond of peace and reconciliation 
for Christian nations. In a glowing address given to the 
faithful who had assembled from all parts of the world, he 
manifested his lively faith in the Mystery of the Holy Eucharist. 
He desires that the fire of love for the Real Presence in the 
Holy Eucharist may be more and more kindled in the hearts 
of men. “The Divine Eucharist” he declares, “forms the prin- 
cipal substance of the Christian’s life; it is the inexhaustible 
source of consolations and supernatural comforts which soothes 
the sorrows and sufferings of poor mankind better than any 
human remedy. Jesus in the Holy Eucharist is the clement 
and peaceful King who still lives amongst us under the Sacra- 
mental veils.” While he was still librarian in Milan, he founded 
a congregation of nuns whose duty it was to adore in profoundest 
reverence, the Most Blessed Sacrament, also to induce the 
faithful to come to adore the Most Holy Eucharist exposed. 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory” is first and foremost a peri- 
odical of instruction and edification, devoted to the honor of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament. The Mystery and Centre of all 
Catholic life is the Most Holy Eucharist. Whoever loves, ven- 
erates, and receives this Sacrament often and worthily, is sure 
of eternal life, because It is the pledge of everlasting happiness. 

Nothing is more dangerous for a Catholic than coldness 
and indifference toward Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament. Con- 
sequently, nothing is more necessary for a Catholic than to 
renew his faith and enkindle his love for this Adorable Mystery. 
This, dear friends, is the object of “Tabernacle and Purgatory.” 

Circulate this Eucharistic periodical in Catholic families 
by every possible means. Bean apostle of the Holy Eucharist! 
Work for the living, loving Heart of Jesus in the tabernacle. 
Our Lord will grant you an eternal reward, and those souls 
to whom you introduce this magazine will be forever grateful. 

This instructive and edifying Eucharistic magazine, with 
its tasty make-up and beautiful pictures is issued monthly in 
English and in German. Subscription price is only $1.00 a 
year. Whoever sends in new subscriptions paid in advance, 
receives a valuable premium.* 

* See complete list of premiums on reverse of frontispiece. We 


wish to call particular attention to the two unsurpassed premiums: 
The Golden Book,” and pictures of the Holy Christ of Limpias. 





This is a picture 
of the monstrance 
with which our 
dear friends and 
benefactors re- 
ceive Benediction 
with the Most 
Blessed Sacra- 
ment twice daily. 
Like the golden 
rays which sur- 
round the Host, 
so the blessings, 
graces and conso- 
lation beam all 
over the world 
when that mon- 
strance, bearing 
the God of Love, 
is raised aloft in 
Benediction. A- 
bout ten years ago 
we collected gold, 
silver and jewels 
for this mon- 
strance. Those 
who gave their 
treasures asked 
to have them em- 
bellish such an os- 
tensorium, and we 
now show them 
the monstrance 
they have lovingly 
prepared for their 
Eucharistic God. 
Surely their pious 
hearts now rejoice 
to behold their 
gems glistening on 
this little throne 
whereon our Sav- 














212 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


‘ior reposes day and night. The monstrance has been carefully and artis- 
tically wrought. Above is the saving sign of the Cross; just beneath, 
the Holy Ghost soars down amid rays of light, signifying His sevenfold 
gifts. The luna holds a double-sized Host, and is surrounded by the 
nine choirs of angels, executed in delicately tinted gold-fused enamel. 
Mary Immaculate and two adoring angels support the throne for the Sacred 
Host, The base of the monstrance is decorated in artistic filigree work, 
and four large enamel pictures representing St. Joseph with Infant, Saints 
Benedict, Scholastica and Gertrude. The monstrance is nearly three feet 
high and weighs twelve pounds. 

We are anxious to procure two tall silver candelabra to stand in 
front of the exposition throne. For these we will most gratefully accept 
silver ornaments and silver ware. We also appeal to our friends for 
gold and jewels for a chalice and ciborium. Ah, who will not grasp this 
opportunity to help make a vessel for the Precious Biéod? of. giving 
gold to be welded into a receptacle for the God of Love? 

In the glorious Middle Ages, Christian women considered it the 
highest honor to sacrifice their gold and silver ornaments and precious 
stones for the making of sacred vessels of the altar. In our days, 
Christian mothers and young ladies are just as noble-hearted and gen- 
erous, they love the Blessed Sacrament just as much and are just as 
anxious to bring sacrifices for such a noble cause. Now as before, we feel 
confident of finding noble hearts who will be ‘‘over-joyed’’ to offer their 
gems for the service of their Eucharistic Lord. Gilded ornaments or glass 
stones cannot be used for this purpose, howsoever good the intention of the 
donor might be, 

ODBIDBITSOTO 


Try to gain the Toties Quoties Indulgence from 12 o’clock noon All Saints’ 
day, Nov. 1st, till 12 o’clock midnight All Souls’ day, Nov. 2nd. A plenary in- 
dulgence may be gained for every visit one makes to the church if one prays 
according to the intention of the Holy Father. Make use of this opportunity 
to bring much consolation to the suffering souls. 





Many have asked for back numbers of ‘Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory.” We have a quantity of odd numbers on hand, each containing 
instructive and valuable reading matter. Mailed on request at 6 cts. 
each or five different copies for 25 cts. Just think what a bargain! 
You will obtain 150 pages of wholesome and entertaining reading 
matter, interspersed with beautiful pictures. 





Leaflets — We offer you a collection of most beautiful prayers in 
prayer-book size leaflets, in honor of the Sacred Heart, the Passion, 
the Blessed Virgin, etc., etc. 25 cts. per pack of 100; assorted or 
of one prayer only. . 














The Cemetery and All Souls’ Day 





ON THE SECOND of November Holy Church celebrates 
All Souls’ Day in remembrance of the faithful departed. On 
this day we visit the cemetery, in order to pray for the eternal 
repose of our beloved ones, and to adorn their graves. A fit- 
ting decoration of the grave is a demand of human nature, 
deeply rooted in the heart of man. It pains him if the mound, 
under which rest the mortal remains of those who were dear 
to him in life, is bare and neglected. Impelled by love, he 
covers it with flowers and strives to brighten the city of the 
dead. 

From St. Jerome we learn that it was customary, even 
from the earliest ages of the Church, to strew flowers upon 
the graves. This is symbolic of our desire, that the deceased 
may be found profusely adorned with unfading flowers. It also 
typifies the acts of Christian charity, prayer, almsgiving and 
sacrifice, which we offer for their relief. For Christians the 
grave itself is a beautiful symbol of the resurrection. As the 
grain of wheat is consigned to the earth and in spring comes 
forth in youthful strength and beauty, thus the corpse, is laid 
into the dark bosom of the earth, to be raised up in new vigor 
on the last day. This is strikingly expressed in the inscrip- 
tion chosen by Pope Gregory the Great, for his own tomb: 
“Receive, O earth, the body which was taken from thee.— 
And surrender it again, when God recalls it to life.” 

The body, into which the Most High breathed the breath 
of life, was formed from the earth; to the bosom of the earth 
must it return, until the Almighty shall re-unite it with the 
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immortal spirit forever. This deeply symbolical meaning of 
the Christian grave is based upon the words of Holy Scrip- 
ture: “The body is sown in corruption,” says St. Paul, “it shall 
rise in incorruption. It is sown in dishonor, it shall rise in 
glory: it is sown in weakness, it shall rise in power. It is 
sown a natural body, it shall rise a spiritual body” (1 Cor. xv. 
42-44). The body, like every other seed, must die, if it shall 
bring forth fruit. The day of harvest comes when God sends 
His angels to separate the cockle from the wheat. 

The name churchyard, which is sometimes applied to the 
cemetery, dates from the time when it was customary to bury 
the dead near the church. The faithful themselves naturally 
desired to be allowed to rest after death near the sacred spot 
in which their living relatives assembled to pray, and where 
Christ, the common Shepherd, “the Resurrection and the Life” 
dwells in the holy tabernacle. The laity were usually buried 
facing the altar, but priests interred among the faithful, were 
buried facing the people. Thus even in the grave, the posi- 
tion of the faithful represented the Church hearing, and that 
of the priest, the Church teaching. 

According to ancient custom, the dead are Jaid in the grave 
on their backs, their faces turned heavenward. This indicates 
that the deceased should have their eyes directed toward the 
Judge of the world, who is to come from heaven to raise the 
dead. The custom of the Church to bless the graves is like- 
wise a very ancient practice. As a loving mother, who ten- 
derly cared for her child during life, she blesses its last rest- 
ing place. The beautiful prayers of the Church at the burial 
of a Christian, in which she begs God, that He would appoint 
His angels to guard the grave, close with the hope of a joy- 
ful resurrection and heavenly bliss. 

Christian monuments, and in particular the Cross, express 
the same hope. In old hymns of the Church the saving sign 
of Redemption is thus saluted: “Thou beautiful tree of life 
anointed by the Blood of Christ, shed for our salvation.” A 
truly Christian and deeply poetic thought is displayed by pious 
art, which sets up in the center of the cemetery the most 
beautiful of monuments, a large Cross. Thus the symbol of 
our Redeemer looks down as if imparting peace and blessing 
upon the graves of those who died in Christ, and rest at the 
foot of the Cross, upon the grave even of the least and most 
forgotten, to whose memory no tombstone has been erected, 
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at whose grave no tear is shed. The Cross is the holiest sign 
of faith; to it hope clings, for upon it Love has died. 

Of all the scenes of sorrow beheld in the cemetery, per- 
haps none is more touching, than when innocent children sur- 
round a mother’s grave. Oh, happy those, whose childhood 
has been watched over by a mother’s love, and happy those, 
to whom in later years she has been spared! But how bitter- 
ly those reproach themselves who, overcome by sorrow and 
contrition, fall upon the mound which covers their mother, 
who showed them nothing but love and kindness, and whom 
they repaid with base ingratitude! What does it profit them 
now to tear up the earth with their fingers? Their mother 
will return no more! From the grave the mournful sound 
comes forth: Too late! too late! 

There is, indeed, no second spot on earth which so pow- 
erfully and in so many ways influences the heart of man, as 
the cemetery. There lie imbedded in the cold earth all those 
who were dear to us during life, with whom we shared the 
same fate, the same joys and sorrows. They have all gone 
before us in death. We will share their fate; and from the 
mound bedecked with flowers, covering their mortal remains, 
we hear an earnest whisper warning us, that everything earth- 
ly will perish. ; 

Still, when we cast a glance upon all the signs of loving 
remembrance, with which we see the graves covered on All 
Souls’ Day, must not an unspeakable sadness steal over us at 
the thought that we must place in the grave so much that is 
dear, so much that is beautiful, noble and good, and that we 
cannot at the same time bury that which renders our life bit- 
ter, that which weighs like a curse upon the individual and 
upon whole nations, viz: hatred, envy, revenge and discord? 
Would that each one, when he prays on this day at the grave 
of his loved ones, when pictures in memory’s trust pass be- 
fore his mind, in case he may have to accuse himself of many 
a harsh word, many an uncharitable deed towards those who 
rest in peace, return home with the resolution, henceforth to 
meet his relatives and fellow-men with charity, forbearance 
and gentleness. Alas, life is short! Why embitter it by our 
petulance? Why sow discord instead of peace? hatred instead 
of love? Is it really so hard to live in mutual forbearance, 
charity and peace? 
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Joys of Purgatory 





THE SOULS in purgatory, despite their pains, are filled 
with unspeakable joy, realizing that they can now render Di- 
vine Justice due satisfaction for the offenses of which they 
have been guilty. In order to understand their joy, a person 
must only once have felt true contrition for his sins; that feel- 
ing which fills him with holy hatred against himself and im- 
pels him, not only to bear willingly and joyfully all the crosses, 
sufferings and pains which God sends, but besides urges him, 
in reparation for them, to chastise and punish himself by 
fasting, vigils and similar penances. 

This ardent desire to cleanse oneself from guilt and to 
make reparation for the sins committed and thereby to regain 
the friendship of God, reigns in purgatory in an incomparably 
higher degree than it is experienced by the greatest penitent 
here on earth. Consequently it is clear, why the poor souls 
find so great satisfaction in the very pains they endure. To 
understand this subject better, let us turn to the writings of 
St. Catherine of Genoa. “I see,” she says, “that the poor souls 
suffer gladly, because they understand that God treats them 
with infinite mercy, for they have deserved an incomparably 
greater punishment than they really receive. Then I see that 
amid their pains, they continually admire the disposition of 
Divine mercy and love in their regard. From all this they 
draw great contentment in their condition, a contentment 
which never leaves them, but which, on the contrary, increases 
the nearer they approach to God. They are occupied far more 
with God than with the pains which they suffer, and they joy- 
fully accept all torments, because they know the more they 
are purified by these torments, the sooner they will be per- 
mitted to enjoy God in heaven. 

“I believe” she says further, “that there can be no greater 
peace than that enjoyed by the poor souls, except that of the 
blessed in heaven, and this peace is augmented to the degree 
in which the soul is purified and the impediments removed. 
A veiled object does not fully benefit by the sun’s rays, not 
on account of any defect in the sun, but simply from the re- 
sistance offered by the veil. It is similar with the soul. So 
long as the soul is covered with the rust of sin, it is but little 
accessible to the influence of God. But as soon as the rust, 
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in consequence of the purifying flames, begins to disappear, 
the influence of God upon the soul increases more and more, 
and at the same time its contentment continues to increase. 
The poor souls are not only perfectly satisfied in their torments 
and bear them with joy, but they would willingly suffer more 
if the justice of God permitted. The pain they feel on account 
of their sins is so great, because they recognize in them, more 
and more clearly, that unhappy obstacle which hinders them 
from attaining their final end, union with God.” 


Their Burning Love 


What further sweetens the captivity of the poor souls in 
the painful prison of purgatory and causes them to endure the 
greatest torments with joy, is their burning love forGod. “Love 
makes all things easy,” says a well-known proverb, or as St. 
Augustine expresses this thought:“If one loves he knows no 
difficulty, or if he experiences difficulty, it is borne with glad- 
ness.” Everyone has experienced the truth of these words. 
When inflamed by holy love who has not dreamed of sacrifices 
that he was ready to bring for his beloved? Where is the 
priest, who filled with joy at the thought of his exalted vocation, 
has not envied the holy martyrs and longed to give his blood 
and life for God in testimony of his love! 

St. Catherine of Genoa says: “The souls in purgatory are 
entirely conformed to the will of God and wish only what 
God wills; on this account they are, also in regard of their 
will, perfectly happy. But notwithstanding this, they suffer 
intensely, for love does not prevent them from feeling their 
pains. On the contrary, their love for God is the source of a 
particular and utterly indescribable suffering on account of 
the burning desire, which proceeds from this love, namely, the 
desire to see God and to be united to Him—a desire which 
continually increases and becomes more unbearable the longer 
its fulfillment is delayed. Their love for God and their desire 
to be united with Him grows in the same degree in which the 
soul learns to know God; and the knowledge of God increases 
in that degree, in which the soul is cleansed from the dross 
of sin. 


A True Martyrdom 


“The soul is exceedingly happy in this condition; but hap- 
py as were the martyrs on the funeral pile. They were buoyed 
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up and penetrated by an altogether supernatural bliss which 
the world cannot comprehend. The martyr will rather suffer 
. death than consent to offend God.— He, indeed, feels death but 
does not shrink from it; he despises sufferings in his holy zeal. 
Thus the soul in purgatory, enlightened by God, considers His 
designs far more, than all her interior and exterior pains. Be- 
ing irresistibly attracted by God and absorbed in meditating 
upon His exalted Majesty, she considers all else as nothing. 
She cannot occupy herself with anything but God.” 

What inference shall we draw from the foregoing? Per- 
haps, that we should not trouble ourselves so much about the 
last judgment and purgatory? Oh, how foolish would such a 
conclusion be! For God’s sake let us not do that! Let us 
rather listen to what St. Catherine of Genoa says so forcibly: 
“Oh, would that I could cry out so loud that every person on 
earth might hear and understand me: O miserable beings! 
why do you allow yourselves to be so blinded by the world, 
that you do not think of preparing yourselves for the hour 
of your death? You rely too implicitly on the mercy of God, 
which as you say, is so great. But do you not see that it is 
the very goodness of God that will make your responsibility 
the greater on the day of judgment? You constantly act con- 
trary to the will of so good a Lord. This very goodness of 
God should be a stimulus to serve God more faithfully, and 
not to set aside His commandments in the hope of that for- 
giveness, which he so willingly grants. For, although God 
is infinitely good, still, on the other hand, His justice requires 
the most perfect reparation and satisfaction in one way or 
another. Beware of saying to yourselves: I will confess my 
sins before I die and gain a plenary indulgence, and thus, 
cleansed from my sins, I shall obtain eternal salvation. Oh, re- 
member, the sorrow required for the gaining of a plenary in- 
dulgence is so hard to obtain, that you, if you rightly under- 
stood it, would not so firmly rely on the hope of gaining a 
plenary indulgence at the hour of death; you would rather 
fear much more not to obtain this grace in that dreadful hour.” 


ODODIHDIODO 


REMARK: — Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 





























TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 219 


Remember the Souls in Purgatory 


ONCE ON THE EVE of All Soul’s Day, a Jesuit lay-broth- 
er heard this pleading cry: “Ximenes, remember the souls in 
purgatory! Remember the souls in purgatory!” 

“Yes, Lord, I will do so,” he answered. From that time 
until his death he transferred to the poor souls all the treas- 
ures of expiation which he could acquire by his devotions, 
labors and mortifications. 

The practice of offering prayers for the repose of the 
souls of the faithful departed is one whose necessity and utili- 
ty the Church never wearies of impressing upon her children. 
What a source of consolation it should be for us to belong to 
a Church whose solicitude extends beyond the grave, — a Church 
which, after closing our eyes in this world, will continue her 
interest for us in the life to come, and never cease her sup- 
plications until assured that we are in the enjoyment of eter- 
nal happiness. 

Let us consider a few of the many motives that make it 
a solemn and sacred duty for us not to withhold the assist- 
ance which costs us so little to afford them. 


Motives for Helping the Poor Souls 


1. Zeal for the glory of God. Sometimes we feel within 
ourselves a certain zeal for the things of God, but unfortunately 
we do not always apply this zeal to the objects by which 
God’s glory is most promoted. We admire those apostolic men 
whose lives are a constant act of heroic self-sacrifice in God’s 
service. We may not be called to impose upon ourselves 
similar sacrifices, but let us reflect, that by releasing the 
suffering souls we may yet promote the honor of God in an 
almost equal degree. If the souls of idolaters and those living 
in the darkness of infidelity and superstition are so dear to 
the Heart of God, why should not those holy and predestined 
souls who have as yet but a few stains to wash away be 
equally so? 

Jesus Christ Himself has served us as a model in this 
respect. In person He gave us an example of this devotion by 
descending into Limbo to console, by His Divine presence, 
the souls of the patriarchs and prophets, and to deliver them 
by His power. We may imitate our Lord. Like Him we may 
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be the means of shortening the probation of souls as dear to 
God as the souls of patriarchs and prophets, and by doing as 
He did, with the simple view of promoting the honor and glory 
of God, we share in the apostolic spirit of which He is the 
source and with which He wishes that all our actions should 
be inspired. If, knowing this, we yet fail in our binding duty, 
woe, perhaps, will it be to us for being so negligent in things 
which so closely concern the honor of God. As we lessen the 
torments and shorten the time of suffering of the poor souls, 
so much sooner do we increase the number of those in heaven 
who adore God and sing His praises. 

2. Love for our dear ones. Another anda powerful motive 
which should inspire us with pity for the dead is the knowledge 
that we can promote, to so great a degree, the happiness of 
those who were dear to us. Listen to the plaintive cry which 
Holy Church lends to the suffering souls: “Have pity on me, 
at least you my friends; because the hand of the Lord hath 
touched me!” Perhaps that mournful cry, which cannot fail to 
find an echo in our hearts, is at this very moment addressed 
to us by a father, a mother, or others equally dear, who have 
done so much and suffered so much for us — nay, perchance, it 
may be for faults committed through an unwise and excessive 
partiality for us that they are now detained in that place of 
expiation. On their deathbed we may have promised not to 
forget them in the world beyond the tomb: that promise con- 
soled their dying moments; and now they are no more— now 
the justice of God is weighing upon them, can we be so hard- 
hearted as to abandon them? Gratitude is binding upon us to 
those who have rendered us temporal favors; can we show 
ourselves ungrateful to those to whom, after God, we owe all ? 

3. Charity and Justice. We have also the motive of charity 
to urge us to pray for the dead. Which of us would be so 
heartless as to refuse bread to a famishing friend? If our ears 
catch the note of a sigh of pain, we instinctively feel impelled 
to relieve it. Shall the sighs and sufferings of our afflicted 
brethren alone find us insensible? Perchance to enable them 
to reach heaven very little is needed —a prayer, an almsdeed. 
Can we refuse it to them? Think of all that God has done for 
these souls; think of the sacrifices which Christ imposed upon 
Himself for their salvation; and reflect that by praying for 
them we do an agreeable violence to His justice, we become 
the auxiliaries of His clemency. 
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But perhaps it is too little to say that it is a duty com- 
manded by charity; it may be an obligation of strict justice. 
How many souls, alas! may not be suffering in purgatory on 
our account — parents who were foolishly indulgent to us; 
friends and companions led astray by our words and example; 
the accomplices of our misdeeds, our victims even — and we 
would be so heartless as to abandon them in the distress into 
which we may have been the means of plunging them! Should 
we not fear that God will one day punish us severely, not 
only for the faults which we ourselves have to expiate, but 
also for the sufferings which we have been the means of 
making others endure? 


4, Our own advantage. If zeal for God’s honor does not 
inspire us with compassion for the suffering souls, perhaps 
we will be moved by the knowledge that this devotion advances 
our own interests. Although this is a selfish motive and is 
far from the pure charity which should animate our good 
works, yet it is allowed to seek our own spiritual interests, by 
using the lawful means which religion offers us. For let us 
be convinced, that any privations or sacrifices we impose upon 
ourselves for the poor souls will be repaid a hundredfold. 

By our acts of mercy toward the poor souls we draw 
down upon ourselves many graces and lay up for ourselves 
many merits in heaven. We also gain for ourselves as many 
grateful intercessors in heaven as we, through our efforts, 
deliver poor souls from purgatory. Further, we will experi- 
ence what so many have already experienced, that through 
the intercession of the poor souls one can obtain every favor 
from the Almighty God. Finally, by the constant remembrance 
of purgatory we keep ourselves in a salutary fear of the justice 
of God who requires satisfaction for every, even the smallest 
sin. 

Zeal for God’s glory and our own sanctification, gratitude, 
charity and justice, — all exhort us to pray for the dead, and 
pray with perseverance. Our prayers for them will be heard, 
and in return, the supplications of our intercessors will be 
listened to, and our souls will be refreshed by the salutary 
dew of prayer. This isthe real communion of saints: by giving 
we purchase — by giving to the poor we purchase the pardon 
of our sins, and by giving to the suffering souls we purchase 
for ourselves eternal happiness and the glory of the elect. 
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Reward and Expiation 





“‘The light shineth in darkness” (John 1. 6). 


Divine Providence has often made known, how at one and 
the same time, it punishes our bad actions in purgatory and 
rewards those that were good. A nun once appeared to St. Mary 
Magdalen de Pazzi, radiant with heavenly light; her hands alone 
failed to show this brilliancy. In this manner she atoned for 
some small faults that she had committed during her religious 
life against the vow of poverty.— Another religious appeared 
to her clad in a robe, the exterior of which was of fire and 
the interior of lilies; the first represented the punishment that 
she had to suffer in consequence of the care she had bestowed 
upon her toilet; the lilies the reward of her immaculate purity. 

A great preacher of the Dominican Order, appeared after 
his death to one of his brethren in religion, clothed in a 
splendid garment, and a crown of gold upon his head. When 
he was asked what these signified, he answered, that the gar- 
ment represented the souls whom he had saved by his preach- 
ing, and the golden crown was the particular reward he had 
received for his faithfulness in observing his rule, and the 
pure intention with which he had tried to perform all his 
actions. He added that only his tongue suffered, to atone for 
some idle words he had uttered. 


ODBOD03020 


How Shall We Help the Poor Souls? 


MIGHTY ARE THE MOTIVES which induce us to assist 
the poor souls, and we are inspired to aid them as much as 
possible. But the question arises: “How shall we help the poor 
souls? How can we mitigate their pains and shorten their suffer- 
ings? What sacrifices shall we offer for them?” The answer is 
consoling indeed: everything that is good, everything that you 
can do for the greater glory of God, you can also do for the 
poor souls in purgatory. You can offer for them: — 

1. Prayer. Every prayer, every “Our Father,” “Hail Mary,” 
every Litany, our Mass prayer, Communion prayer, morning 
and evening prayer, we can offer for the poor souls. To do 
so we need not change anything therein. We need only make 
in our heart the good intention to do it for the poor souls, or 
for a particular soul. The prayer may be long or short, but 
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In this picture a saintly artist has 
beautifully illustrated an idea of the holy 
Fathers, representing the angels as 
gathering in golden vases the Most Pre- 
cious Blood of Jesus Christ during its 
presence on the altar at the Adorable 
Sacrifice of the Mass. The angels pour 
this Sacred Blood, like refreshing dew 
into the flames of purgatory. By Its 
power, numberless souls are purified. 
Although the Blood of our Savior would 
be sufficient to release all the souls in 
purgatory, yet Divine wisdom decrees 
that it is applied only to certain souls. 
Great refreshment is given to the suffer- 
ing souls, if we offer up the Precious Blood 


after the consecration, for their relief. 


it should be fervent. A simple 
“Glory be to the Father,” or 
“Praised be Jesus Christ,” brings 
great comfort to the poor souls. 
The “Way of the Cross” is espe- 
cially powerful, for at the same 
time we can easily offer the suf- 
erings of our Savior for the poor 
souls and likewise apply to them 
the numerous indulgences at- 
tached to the “Stations.” 

2. The Holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass. In Holy Mass the Son of 
God offers Himself with the in- 
finite merits of His Sacrifice on 
Calvary. Let us go, whenever 
we can to Holy Mass. Let us 
take the precious merits of our 
Savior and offer them for the 
souls in purgatory. If we wish 
to give them the particular bene- 
fit of this Adorable Sacrifice, we 
can occasionally have a Mass 
offered for them. The poor souls 
will show themselves doubly 
grateful for the graces of this 
Mass and for the alms which we 
give for their benefit. 

3. Holy Communion. A means 
of indescribable efficacy to relieve 
the poor souls is to receive Holy 
Communion devoutly for their 
benefit. Then the Son of God, 
intimately united with us, prays 
with us to the Heavenly Father. 
Holy Communion is the Treasure 
by which we can purchase the 
souls in purgatory dear to us. 
Let us offer to God the Father, 
His Divine Son dwelling in our 
bosom, and ask in exchange the 
ransom of the suffering souls. 
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4. The holy Rosary. All pious Christians believe that 
great consolation and relief can be afforded to the souls in 
purgatory by the devout recitation of the holy rosary. Blessed 
Alanus assures us: “Many of the brethren in Christ have 
solemnly testified, that during the recitation of the rosary, 
many souls appeared to them, who gratefully declared that 
next to the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass there is no more effi- 
cacious means for deliverance from purgatory than the rosary. 
Not a day passes, but that a multitude of souls enter heaven 
through the efficacy of this prayer; and among them, even 
those who would have had to remain for many years in pur- 
gatory.” The Blessed Cure of Ars prayed the rosary daily, 
often several times a day. He called the rosary the deliverer of 
the poor souls, and said, “I would like to see the rosary in the 
hands of every person.” 

5. Indulgences. A fifth powerful means of alleviation to 
the suffering souls is indulgences, those precious jewels taken 
out of the treasury of Holy Church, and sprinkled with the 
Blood of Christ. The members of the Confraternity of the 
rosary gain numerous indulgences when they pray the rosary 
devoutly. Immeasurable are the indulgences which can be 
gained by piously making the “Way of the Cross.” Any per- 
son enrolled in the blue scapular can gain an incredible num- 
ber of plenary and partial indulgences, by praying the “Our 
Father,” “Hail Mary” and “Glory be to the Father,” six times, 
according to the intention of Holy Church, in honor of the 
Blessed Trinity and the Immaculate Conception. 

Each time the aspiration: “Sweet Heart of Mary, be my 
salvation,” is humbly repeated, an indulgence of three hundred 
days can be gained, that is, the punishment which the poor 
souls endure is lessened as much, as if they had done .three 
hundred days’ severe penance according to the ancient canons. 
By repeating this ejaculation or any other short indulgenced 
prayer, on the beads of your rosary, you will carry precious 
gifts into purgatory and in a few minutes greatly lessen the 
punishment of the poor souls. 

6. Alms is of special benefit to the departed, if given with 
a pure intention. This is an ancient custom in the Church, 
having been practiced from earliest times. When faith was 
strong as in the Middle Ages, rich gifts were made to the 
cloisters that prayers might be offered for the repose of the 
souls of the relatives of the donors. Many persons are so un- 
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The souls in purgatory are assisted and 
consoled by the holy angels, especially by 
their guardian angels. It is a pious belief, 
that the mission of the guardian angels ceas- 
es only with the entrance of their clients into 
paradise. If, at the moment of death, a soul 
in the state of grace is not yet worthy to see 
the face of God, the angel guardian conducts 
it to the place of expiation, and remains 
there with her to assist and console her. The 
angels inspire the faithful on earth to perform 
good works for the suffering souls. Let us 
hasten to the relief of the holy souls in pur- 
gatory! Let us give their holy angels the 


joy of conducting them to the bliss of heaven. 


wise as to leave the giving 
of alms to their ungrateful 
heirs. It isan acknowledged 
fact, that even children neg- 
lect and forget to pray or 
give alms for their deceased 
parents. How prudently 
those persons act, who dur- 
ing their lifetime, provide 
for the repose of their souls, 
and by means of almsgiving, 
secure the prayers of pious 
persons. 

7. Acts of virtue are of 
great benefit to the poor 
souls, especially when we 
practice for their release the 
virtues which they neg- 
lected, if we exert ourselves 
to perform those good works 
which they omitted, to repair 
the bad example which they 
gave, etc. Perhaps they have 
been too much attached to 
sensual pleasures. — To re- 
pair this fault we deprive 
ourselves of some enjoy- 
ment, such as a dance, a 
game, and instead spend 
some of the time in prayer. 
We remember that our dear 
ones were negligent in at- 
tending Mass or irreverent 
in church.— To make satis- 
faction for their fault, we 
attend punctually and deport 
ourselves with great rever- 
ence. Perhaps, they were 
haughty in their intercourse 
with others, vain and lavish 
in dress.— To atone for their 
fault, we lay aside some of 
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our excessive finery, are more modest in our attire, more frugal, 
and more grave in our conduct. Wecan repair their faults of 
anger by our patience; their complaints in suffering, by enduring 
pain with resignation. Oh, in what manifold ways we can 
relieve the poor souls! From the life of Ven. Peter Faber of 
the Society of Jesus, we learn that those who have no special 
spare time for prayer, should at least offer their work for the 
benefit of the souls in purgatory. 

8. The heroic act of charity is of unspeakable benefit to the 
souls in purgatory. This consists in a voluntary offering made, 
for their relief, of all our works of satisfaction during life, as 
well as of all suffrages which may be offered for us after 
death. This offering we place in the hands of the Blessed 
Virgin, that she may distribute its merits to those holy souls 
whom it is her good pleasure to deliver from the pains of 
purgatory. 

Popes have favored this “heroic act” with great indulgences 
and privileges. Concerning the benefit of the “heroic act” 
for those who make it, a celebrated theologian writes, that 
an unheard-of gain accrues to him who reserves no part of 
his own expiation or the indulgences he has gained, but offers 
them for those beloved friends of our Savior who languish in 
most cruel torments. 

FORMULA OF THE HEROIC ACT. O my God, in union with the 
merits of Jesus and Mary, I offer up to Thee_for the poor souls in purgatory, 
all my works of satisfaction, as also those which may be offered for me during 
my life, at my death, and after my death. Amen. 


What wonderful and manifold means are given us by Holy 
Church to assist our beloved ones beyond the grave! It lies 
with us to apply these means practically. Of far greater 
consolation they will be to our dear ones than magnificent 
mourning garments, a precious casket, expensive flowers and 
pompous funeral. 

Let the urgent exhortation of St. Bernard serve as a 
conclusion: “Let us arise, beloved brethren! Let us hasten to 
assist the suffering souls in purgatory! I, on my part, will 
beseech the Lord with sighs and tears — in the expectation, 
that He may change their torments into rest, their misery into 
joy, and their pains into glory.” 
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A Mysterious Letter 





AFTER YEARS of weary waiting, the apparently fruitless 
prayers of a pious couple were at length heard. God blessed 
them with a daughter. The little one was the joy and con- 
solation of her parents. From now on they knew for whom 
they labored and toiled. In proportion as the child grew older 
and more charming, the parents seemed to gain new life and 
youthful vigor. 

But one day, when their daughter had reached the age 
of fifteen years, the angel of death knocked at the door of 
their happy home. The maiden followed his summons, and 
her pure spirit winged its flight heavenward. 

Days passed. Silent and sad, the bereaved parents sat 
together in their little cottage. Their past life seemed like a 
sad, painful dream.: It is true, they did not complain against 
the decree of the Divine will, nevertheless they could not 
pray, could not raise their hearts to God. 

A fortnight had elapsed. Finally, the husband summed 
up courage, and arising, said to his wife: “Let us cease weeping. 
Come, we will go together to our darling’s room; perhaps there 
we can find some consolation.” With faltering steps they 
proceeded to the door and entered the apartment in which 
their child had breathed her last sigh. It was the first time 
since that day when the coffin, covered with white roses, was 
borne forth from their desolate home. Nothing in the little 
room was changed. The Crucifix, the statue of the Blessed 
Virgin, the first Communion picture, like heavenly sentinels, 
seemed to guard the deserted couch. They knelt down and 
prayed a long time; and this prayer, the first since that mournful 
day, brought strength and consolation tq their bleeding hearts. 

Their attention was drawn to their daughter’s writing-desk, 
upon which lay various papers, and work unfinished. Among 
these was a little note-book containing favorite prayers, pious 
thoughts and passages which the young girl had copied. The 
parents could not restrain their tears as they picked up the 
little book and kissed it reverently. Possibly among its pages, 
there would be some last remembrance from their child. They 
opened it and found a letter which seemed to have been 
written recently. With tears in their eyes they read: — 

“O Mother, beloved mother do not weep for me. I am 
in heaven with Jesus and Mary. I am clothed in a white 
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A bitter pang wounds the maternal heart when the Lord takes to Himself a beloved 
child in its tender years. If the sorrowing mother seeks comfort in prayer, and re- 
signs herself with submission and reverence to the will of God, the Lord often con- 
soles her afflicted mother-heart in a mysterious manner, as touchingly represented 
in the above picture. Invisibly the lost darling kisses the maternal forehead, and 
caressingly places its hand upon her head. Then sweet comfort soothes the lonely 
heart of the mother, and she thanks God that now one more “‘angel’’ is in heaven. 
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garment and wear a wreath of lilies. The angels call me sister, 
and all the saints overwhelm me with caresses. Yesterday I 


left you to go to heaven, but do not grieve: 1 am with ‘God;. 


I am also with you in His Divine light. I love you even more 
now than while on earth. I have not been taken away from 
your tender affection, for the Church has but placed my body 
in the bosom of the earth, from whence it willssome day rise 
gloriously. No, my sweet mother, I will not desert you!” 

“O Father, do not grieve! — Were it but in my power to 
impart to your soul, one drop of that inexpressible sweetness 
which I enjoy with our dear Lord and His Blessed Mother! 
But you can not yet realize what happiness is eternally mine, 


and therefore you weep. However, your tears are not dis-. 


pleasing to God, and since you shed them at the foot of the 
Cross, I gather them into a golden cup, wherein they will be 
transformed into pearls, to adorn your future crown. For the 
day will come when you will be with me in heaven, and mother 
too. I will draw you tome. Farewell, dear parents, farewell! 
Keep up courage and confidence; we will again be united, 
never more to part.” 

From that blessed hour when their beloved daughter had 
spoken to their hearts, the parents ceased to weep. In the 
words of their child, through this mysterious letter, they. rec- 
ognized the voice of the Holy Ghost, whom our Lord calls the 
Comforter. They not only submitted to God’s holy. will, but 
even gave thanks to Him. Not content to have received heav- 
enly consolation themselves, they were intent on imparting’ 
this blessing to others. A friend of theirs likewise lost a good: 
and dear child, fourteen years of age. They sent him a copy. 
of the heavenly letter, which consoled him exceedingly, and 
which he begged permission to make public. 
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Holy Communion, a Source of Great Relief 
to the Souls in Purgatory 





By the sublime act of our sacred religion, Holy Communion, . 
we render God infinite honor and make satisfaction for. the 
offenses committed against Him by sin. When about to receive 
Holy- Communion the soul awakens acts of humility, contrition, 
love and holy zeal, which, according to their nature, are in: 
themselves most meritorious, especially when they are awakened: 
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while our Lord, the Sun of love and justice is present in the 
soul. To these may be added the numerous indulgences which, 
under certain conditions, may be gained by receiving Holy 
Communion. Therefore many interpreters of Holy Scripture 
have applied to the reception of Holy Communion for the dead, 
the words of Tobias: “Lay out thy bread, and thy wine upon 
the burial of a just man” (iv. 18). 

Venerable Blosius, a renowned master of spiritual life and 
a man of rare wisdom, tells us of a pious servant of God, to 
whom a soul from purgatory appeared, in order to make known 
her pain to him. She was tormented by a consuming fire 
because she had communicated with great lukewarmness and 
without due preparation. “You were my friend during life,” 
she said “and you must be so still. I beg you most earnestly 
to receive one Holy Communion for me, but do so with great 
reverence and fervor. I hope that this will be sufficient to 
effect my deliverance and to make reparation for my past 
coldness.” 

Her friend hastened to fulfil this wish, and the soul again 
appeared to him radiant with splendor, blissful, and filled with 
deepest gratitude. “At last,” she cried exultingly, “I shall see 
the face of my Adorable Savior. Thanks to you, my faithful 
friend!”— Let us here remember the words of St. Bonaventure: 
“Charity should impel you to communicate, for nothing is more 
efficacious to release the poor souls in purgatory.” 

We read in the life of Blessed Johanna of the Cross, an 
occurrence still more remarkable. Angels once brought her 
a consecrated Host, in order that she might communicate to 
obtain the release of a poor soul who had cherished a great 
devotion to the Blessed Sacrament during life. During her 
meditation the servant of God was wrapt in ecstasy and re- 
mained in this state for some time. Another nun coming into 
her cell, roused her by making a noise. “Stop,” said the saint, 
“and take care not to touch the precious Object reposing on 
the linen cloth; It is the Blessed Sacrament which the angels 
have brought me.” — 

“How is that possible?” asked the astonished sister. 

Johanna told her what had occurred, but begged her to 
keep silence about the matter. “A hardened sinner,” she said, 
“who has died in mortal sin, received Holy Communion in 
his last moments. It was given him because it was believed 
that he had repented. But the holy angels could not bear 
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such an outrage. They were unwilling that the Sacred Host 
should remain in the impure mouth of this person; they there- 
fore brought It to me. The angels bade me,” added the saint, 
“to communicate tomorrow for a soul in purgatory, who had 
a great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. They also roused 
me from my ecstasy when you entered, that I might prevent. 
you from touching the Sacred Species.” 

The next morning she communicated with ardent devotion, 
and it was revealed to her that the soul, for whom she prayed, 
had entered heaven. Blosius. Mon. 
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Purgatory, Our Great Consolation 





SOME YEARS AGO, a French clergyman sailed from 
Dublin to Brest, France. Among the passengers on board the 
vessel, the priest’s attention was specially attracted by a young 
Englishman. For hours at a time, this young man would sit 
near the balustrade on deck the vessel, and frequently his tears 
fell down on the bosom of the briny deep. Filled with com- 
passion the priest approached the serrowing stranger, and 
opened a conversation with him. Soon he learned that the 
Englishman was also en route to France, that he belonged to 
the Anglican Church, and had large possessions in Ireland. 
Won by the priest’s sympathy, he related the cause of his 


sorrow. 

“It gives me inexpressible comfort,” he began, “to have 
found in you, Reverend Sir, a soul who truly feels for me, and 
to whom I may tell my grief as to a friend. I had a very 
dear brother. At the age of fourteen and sixteen, we lost our 
beloved parents through death. An intimate, brotherly relation- 
ship united our souls, and seemed to supply the now missing 
parental affection. This happiness, however, lasted only eight 
years. Death robbed me of my brother, the other half of 
my soul, who was dearer to me than life itself. 

“But what causes me most anxiety is the fear that my 
departed brother might be unhappy in the world beyond, that 
he might not have reached the goal for which he had been 
created. True, he had many good qualities and a Christian 
heart; still, he was not altogether faultless, and as we know 
that nothing defiled can enter into the most pure and holy 
house of God, the thought that my dear brother might be lost, 
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fills me with a terror that beggars all description... If you, 
Reverend Sir, consider that my first thought on awaking, and 
my last before going to sleep is of my brother, you will readily 
understand why my cheeks are so hollow and my countenance 
pallid as death.” 

Bowed with grief, the young Englishman drooped his head 
into his hands and burst into a flood of tears. The priest 
waited until he had regained his composure, then began to 
speak to the noble youth in a paternal manner. 

“My young friend,” he said most kindly, “do not despair. 
God in His infinite mercy has invented a means by which we 
can make satisfaction even in the next world; not for grievous 
sins for which a person had not been sorry, it is true, but 
for such mortal sins as have been repented of, but for which 
sufficient satisfaction had not been rendered; also for venial 
sins which had not been expiated in this life.” 

After the priest had explained to the young man the 
doctrine of the Church regarding purgatory, it seemed as though 
a supernatural ray of light had illuminated and comforted his 
sorrowing soul. A close friendship sprang up between the 
Englishman and the priest, and by the time they arrived in 
France, the young man had been fully instructed in the Catholic 
religion, which he embraced half a year later. Now he was filled 
with blissful hope for the salvation of his dearly loved brother. 

Truly, the doctrine concerning the existence of purgatory 
is most comforting. It is entirely in accordance with the 
doctrine of Christianity, that of our Divine Savior. Of heaven, 
Holy Scripture says, “There shall not enter into it anything 
defiled” (Apoc. xxi. 27). Indeed, how could He, the holiest, 
the purest, the most beautiful One, tolerate the presence of 
sin-stained souls in those holy realms where dwells God’s 
infinite beauty and perfection, and millions and millions of 
pure and holy spirits? How could He permit in the abode 
of the blessed, creatures who would be objects of displeasure 
in His sight for all eternity? No, this is impossible. 

Still, how few persons appear before the face of God 
without some small faults or stains of sin, without some at- 
tachment to faults? Nothing would then be left for us, but 
to be excluded forever from the kingdom of heaven. — Against 
such a doctrine all our nobler sentiments rebel. God in His 
mercy, has invented a means, which on the one hand is extreme- 


ly hard and painful, but on the other, also infinitely consoling. 
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He Who Helps the Poor Souls 
Practices Many Virtues ~ 





An old proverb says: Deeds speak, that is, they reveal the 
sentiments of the heart. This is also applicable to charity 
toward the poor souls, as I shall presently show. 

When you perform a good work and apply the satisfactory 
value thereof to the poor souls, you confess by this very act 
your belief in certain truths. You confess that the soul of 
man is immortal; that in death it passes from the body into 
eternity. Furthermore, you confess that there is a purgatory 
according to the teaching of the Catholic Church, and by this 
show yourself a child of the Church; for there are unbelievers 
and Protestants who have no knowledge of purgatory, and do 
not wish to know anything of it. 

Again, by your act you profess your belief in God’s infi- 
nite purity, sanctity and justice; for, when you help the poor 
souls you seem to say: God in His infinite purity cannot ad- 
mit these souls to heaven; for, although free from mortal sin, 
they departed this life stained by venial sin and subject to 
punishment, and nothing impure, be it ever so slight, can enter 
the kingdom of heaven. But neither can God condemn such 
souls who died in sanctifying grace, to hell and eternal torture; 
that would be contrary to His justice and love. Therefore, His 
power, wisdom, justice and love created purgatory for such 
souls, that there they might expiate, by suffering, what in this 
life they failed to atone, and thus perfectly purified, they may 
- attain to the eternal vision of God. This faith is manifestly 
expressed by your good work for the poor souls. 

Still more: You avow and testify that God loves, with an 
infinite love, these souls, radiant in the light of grace; that, in 
His love, He ardently desires their speedy release and union 
with Him in glory, and that, for this reason, He has given to 
us on earth the power to discharge to His Divine justice 
whatever these souls may still owe. You prove that your 
charity is universal, because it extends not only to the living 
but also to the suffering brethren in purgatory. Moreover, you 
manifest your love toward God by doing His will: helping those 
who are His members, loving those whom He also loves, as 
the beloved disciple says: “And this commandment we have 
from God, that he who loveth God, love also his brother” 
(John iv. 21). Li 
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You also commend yourself to the saints of heaven and 
ask them to support, by their intercession, your prayers, your 
works in behalf of the poor souls, and thus you evince your 
faith in the Communion of saints, that wonderful union exist- 
ing between the Church militant, the Church suffering and the 
Church triumphant. When you strive to gain indulgences for 
the poor souls, do you not acknowledge that Christ has de- 
posited His infinite merits, as well as those of the Blessed 
Virgin and the other saints, into the treasury of the Church, 
and has given her the power to grant indulgences? And when 
you offer up the Holy Mass for the poor souls, do you not give 
evidence of your faith in all that the Church teaches of this 
Holy Sacrifice? —that Christ instituted it, that in it He offers 
Himself for us to the Heavenly Father in an unbloody manner, 
as He once offered Himself in a bloody manner on Calvary? 

When you consider all this, tell me, is not your heart 
joyously moved? Must you not exclaim in astonishment : 
What a great and beautiful thing is charity toward the poor 
souls! What precious pearls it comprises! — Pearls of living 
faith, firm trust, ardent two-fold love, love toward God and 
love toward our neighbor! Very well, then, let deeds speak! 
You know what you profess and fulfil; you know also, what 
you accomplish and merit thereby. “Blessed are the merciful, 
for they shall obtain mercy” (Matt. v. 7). 
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True Devotion to Mary 


According to Bl. de Montfort — continued 





How shall we make this total surrender of ourselves? 
How shall we practice this perfect dependence on Mary? 

1. To make this total surrender of ourselves, we should 
choose some special day on which to consecrate solemnly to 
Mary, first, our body; secondly, our soul; thirdly, our exterior 
goods; fourthly, our interior goods; and fifthly, the whole value 
of our good works, past, present and future. 

2. To live habitually and constantly in her dependence, 
we must, from the time of our consecration, perform all our 
works, with Mary, through Mary, in Mary and for Mary. 

What is meant by acting with Mary, through Mary, in 
Mary, and for Mary? We act “with Mary” when we remain 
near her and strive to imitate her. We act “through Mary” 
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when we acknowledge our dependence upon her and make 
use of her as a perfect means to sanctify our works. We act 
“in Mary” when we unite ourselves closely with her, so that 
we do all under her influence and guidance. Lastly, we do 
all “for Mary” when we perform all our actions for her as 
our proximate end. 

What are the chief advantages we secure in this servitude 
of love toward Jesus and Mary? 

After the renunciation of all that we have, in favor of the 
Blessed Virgin, we may confidently believe: 1. That this good 
Mother, while accepting our offering, takes upon herself the 
obligation of always regarding us as her property. Hence she 
will protect and defend us against our enemies, render sweet 
and easy the way of salvation, and obtain for us all the graces 
we need throughout our life. 

2. In passing through Mary’s hands, all our good works 
are purified, and through her virtues, beautified. She herself 
presents them to her Divine Son that He may receive them 
with greater complacency. 

3. Since we have shown ourselves so generous and un- 
selfish as to strip ourselves of all our goods to give them in- 
to the safe-keeping of Mary, she takes it upon herself to dis- 
charge all our debts toward God, and she will not permit us 
to suffer long in purgatory after our death. 

From this we may conclude that in the servitude of love 
for Jesus and Mary, a zealous soul, guided and supported by 
Mary and inflamed with love for her, arrives more surely and 
more speedily at perfect holiness than on any other way of 
spiritual life. “Prepare for me a new way to attain to Jesus 
Christ,” says Bl. Grignon de Montfort, “pave it with all the 
merits of the blessed, adorn it with all their heroic virtues, 
illuminate and beautify it with all the enlightenments and 
beauty of the elect; station thereon all the angels and saints 
to guide and defend those who choose to walk on this way: 
verily, verily I say boldly, and I say with truth, I prefer the 
immaculate way of Mary. The path of Mary is a way with- 
out spot or stain, without original or actual sin, without shad- 
ow or darkness.” 

Are other practices required besides the two mentioned 
above? — Strictly speaking, there are none. It suffices to 
have made this act of consecration, once for always, though 
it is well to renew it often, and in virtue of this act, to perform 
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all our works through Mary, with» Mary, :in Mary and. for 
Mary. The act of consecration.is:-an agreement which lasts 
for our life-time unless we expressly recall: it. ;' 

However, to live through Mary, with Mary, in Mary and 
for Mary, it is not necessary to think of the Blessed — Virgin 
every moment. This would be an impossibility for beginners. 
Nevertheless, Blessed de Montfort, recommends various little 
practices, exterior as well as interior, for all who earnestly 
desire to make progress in spiritual ‘life and attain perfection. 
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From the Tomb of St. Boniface. 


In the cathedral at Fulda, lie the hallowed remains of St. Boniface, 
the Apostle of Germany. For centuries, Fulda has been the center 
of Catholic life in Germany. Numerous pilgrims annually visit the 
tomb of the great apostle and martyr. Every year German bishops 
assemble at his tomb to consult about the welfare of the Catholic 
Church. Who would have thought it possible that the episcopal see 
of Fulda, the diocesan seminary and all religious institutions of the 
diocese would be reduced to the extreme poverty and destitution which 
they now suffer? The following sad letter was received a few weeks 
ago, from the director of the college. P) ek debts 
Dear Rev. Father Lukas, 

Our diocesan seminary has not received a penny 
from America for the past six months. We sink deeper and deeper into 
our deplorable misery! Trusting in the help of St. Joseph and to Ameri- 
can aid, | admitted a number of poor but talented and highly recommended 
aspirants to the priesthood. Now I am in a dreadful plight! I have not a 
penny wherewith to buy bread and coal. To procure these two neces= 
saries alone immense sums are required. 

O dear Father Lukas, docontinue to help us! Speedy help is bitterly 
needed! Urging and pleading I write to you. Were St. Boniface living 
today, truly he would not tire collecting alms for the maintenance of the 
institution which educates priestsfor the vineyard of the Lord. “Two 
weeks ago several pious students came to my room and cried in a way 
that would move a heart of stone, because their parents could do nothing 
more for them, and the priesthood is a lost paradise for them. 

O Rey. Father, that is sad! I-was.moved to my inmost heart. Who 
could ever have imagined that it would come this far? How gladly would 
I give my all, but alas, I have nothing! Since Easter neither I nor my two 
assistant priests have received any income. We are not ablé to farnish 
the necessary clothing for ourselves. However, this personal want I 
cheerfully bear, if only I can preserve the priesthood to this sacred spot 
of ground, sanctified by the tomb of St. Boniface. 

Dear Father, in the past fifty years, our seminary sent to America at 
least a dozen missionaries who are now laboring there with great success. 
Our institution has given hundreds of pious priests to the Church, and now, 
the impoverished seminary must itself beg! Oh, do help us! We are 
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grateful also for Mass stipends. To be hungry is painful; to have students 
constantly before you with hunger staring from their eyes is bitter beyond 
expression, and sickens the strongest heart. This coming winter will be 
more terrible than any of the preceding. 

Surely, Rev. Father, you will not forsake us! Surely you know 
some benefactors willing to help us. Have pity on the poor, heavily op- 
pressed heart of.a priest. Your ever grateful, G. Tr. Director 





Untold need and bitter want have come upon many priests in 
German-Austria. In consequence of total under-nourishment and 
hunger, many a priest has succumbed. They are in want of every- 
thing: clothes, shoes, warm underwear; and they are tortured by 
constant hunger. One priest, who from weakness is unable to stand, 


writes to us as follows: at, , 
Steiermark, Aug. 10, 1922. 7...-/aééet# 
Dear Reverend Father, VBanihact 
Morning and evening I drink tea made of the blossoms of the “~.... -.-/« ee | 
linden-tree, with a little saccharine, often too, without even a piece e> 


of bread !— From this I should live. Only the Mass stipends keep P igs 
me from total starvation, Did they but know of our misery in ~~" 
America, | am convinced they would help us; for where arethere ~*“*, ‘° 


¥ 


more generous hearts, full of love and compassion for their neigh- ‘ - L thasl 
bor, especially for priests! But there is no one totake pityonus, 7, : st. 
72,4 and make known our wants to the people. ; 
Again asking your Reverence most earnestly for help, I re- 
main, with highest esteem, 
Yours most gratefully, W. M. 


German-Austria, Aug. 14, 1922. , LY. chet 
Reverend and dear Father Lukas, ‘ j ‘7 
God alone knows and understands the want and 
misery in which we now live! Prices are high beyond comprehension! Oh, that 
the kind hearts in America may not forsake us! Heaven will give its thousand-. + y 
fold blessing for all your charity. Aarne aA 
The drought and dryness is destroying everything. There are no turnips, Ky 2 
no cabbage, no pasture. Alas, everything looks withered and desolate! We geibpcalss<' 
keep one adoration hour after another; we hold one procession after another. hustica 
The children lift up their hands imploringly to heaven and pray most fervently 
for bread and rain. But the Lord chastises us because He loves us. 
Trusting in the goodness of St. Joseph we have in advance bought flour for 
two months because it is always getting dearer. It cost us five million crowns. ! 
Of course, we could not pay, but St. Joseph must provide. I should also order 
coal; the prices are rising from day to day. Today I received an offer of 10 tons 
for 2,400,000 crowns. I almost fainted. Surely we must obtain a good inter- 
cessor or we shall soon have arrived at the end of our misery. We are now 
storming heaven with novenas, one after another! Surely we will be heard! 
Gratefully kissing your hand, and humbly asking your blessing I sign my- 
self with deepest respect, 
Your ever grateful servant, Sister M. J. Superioress 


‘4 
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The “Thought from Heaven” 





In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 
to $2000.00. In Germany and Austria, however, a donation of 
$500.00 is sufficient for the education of a youth to the priesthood. 
However, many people with the best will are unable to sacrifice 
$500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably be possible for 
them. Be consoled, for this amount would defray the expenses 
_ of a student of philosophy or theology until his ordination. 
What a joy for the student, what a consolation for the bishop, 
when such a noble gift arrives! Others again, by being saving, 
can lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. That is just sufficient to 
pay the expenses of a student for one year. Now he can study! 
Without this support he would be obliged to give up his studies, 
or to continue them amid the greatest difficulties! 


Whoever adopts a student until he has attained the priest- 
hood, even for only one year, may send us the offering. We 
will forward the donation to the diocesan bishop or to the director 
of the seminary who will apply it to the education of a worthy 
student. The bishop or director of the seminary will write you 
himself, and also the happy student. He will be in communication 
with you until he says his first Holy Mass. And be assured, 
the bond of charity will be drawn still more closely after his 
ordination. Then, dear reader, you can say in truth: I havea 
priest in my family! Oh, believe me, this priest will be a most 
grateful son, a most dutiful brother; he will never cause you 
grief or anguish. On the contrary, he will be your great joy 
and consolation, especially at the hour of death. 


O0DODOSOS8 


“The Charity of Christ Presseth Us” 


How touching and how very pleasing it is to God when Christians, 
who are themselves in need, give, I might say, their all to miti- 
gate want and distress. Our magazine is spread in Australia, India, 
China, in the Philippines and on many islands of the Pacific. A 
number of times, alms have come from such poor mission countries 
for the benefit of the suffering nuns and priests of Central Europe. 
Just recently we received a letter from China enclosing $100.00. $25.00 
were for Mass intentions; $75.00, alms for the poor convents. 
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We could cite more such instances. May God recompense each and all a 
thousandfold. Many poor of our own dear country, who by hard labor earn their 
daily bread, live very. frugally and deprive themselves of all except the bare nec- 
essaries, often send us these hard-earned savings. Their intentions are always 
touching and praiseworthy: — For love of the Sacred Heart, or for the honor of 
the Mother of God, or to help and console the suffering souls in purgatory. 


Here is a little letter from a missionary among the Indians in cold North Dakota :— 
“Just now I received five dollars. The Lord knows I could make good 
use of these five dollars, for I haven’t even coal for our Dakota blizzards this 
winter. But the poor, dear nuns of Europe need it far more; I have, at least 
enough to eat. Please send these five dollars to the poor sisters in Tyrol. 


“With brotherly greetings, P.O.” 


A very generous missionary of Hawaii, a priest of the Congregation 
of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary, to whom one dollar is a fortune, 
on August 20th, sent $26.25 for the poor famished nuns and orphans. 
$16.85 he had collected from his friends and the poor, and to this the good 
missionary added his own money, probably his whole fortune of $9.40! 
Truly, that is genuine heroism, worthy of admiration! 





In many parts of Germany and almost everywhere through- 
out Austria,the distress of religious and secular priests is above 
measure. Heartrending are the appeals for help, and numerous 
the petitions which we receive from them, begging for stipends. 
However, as the number of Mass stipends has greatly diminished 
since last year, many of these letters must be left unan- 
swered. Ah, you know what pain that gives to one’s inmost 
soul, to refuse the needy! We assure you, dear reader, intentions 
for Holy Masses will be promptly forwarded and devoutly said. 


A twofold reward awaits the generous donors: the first, 
arising from the Mass itself, for by having a Holy Mass offered, 
you rejoice the heavens, bring relief to the suffering souls, and 
obtain graces for the faithful on earth. The second, because it 
is an act of preeminent charity toward the suffering priests, who 
are servants and friends of God, yea, the “‘apple of His eye.”’ 





CONTENTS—NOVEMBER 1922 


Thoughts for All Saints’ Day — The Heavenly Kingdom — Heaven 
upon Earth — The Cemetery and All Souls’ Day — Joys of Purgato- 
ry — Remember the Souls in Purgatory — How Shall We Help the 
Poor Souls? —A Mysterious Letter— Holy Communion, a Source 
of Great Relief to the Souls in Purgatory — Purgatory, Our Great 
Consolation — He Who Helps the Poor Souls Practices Many Virtues— 
True Devotion to Mary — From the Tomb of St. Boniface — The 
“Thought from Heaven” — ““The Charity of Christ Presseth Us.” 








Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament 


A Lay-Brother: “lt received your most welcome book of the 
Blessed Sacrement with great joy. I have found something precious ! 
I love it and am very happy to have it. In my past life I have seen 
many prayer-books in English, French and Spanish but not one that 
has satisfied me so much.” 


Parishes in which adoration is held in common during forty hours 
devotion, on special feasts, etc., will find this book most helpful. 
Suitable also for private visits to our Eucharistic Lord; for the Holy 
Hour, for Sunday afternoon services, etc. 


Contains twelve hours of adoration. Printed on fine quality pa- 
per. De Luxe edition. Size 5x 71-2 in. 400 pages. Genuine 
Leather, red edges, $2.50; gold edges, $3.00 


The Passion of Our Lowel Jesus Christ 


It is impossible to find a more soul-thrilling description of our 
Redeemer’s Passion than the revelations of Anna Catherine Emmerich. 
In this book the intensity of our Lord’s sufferings and the compassion 
of His Blessed Mother are placed before our eyes with a clearness that 
overwhelms the soul with emotion. Few hearts can be so hardened 
as not to be deeply moved on reading this remarkable work. The 
book also contains a sketch of the life of Anna Catherine Emmerich, 
who bore the Wounds of our Savior in her own body. Tastefully 
bound in cloth, gold stamping. Price, $2.00 . 


Father Paul of Moll 


An edifying book recounting the life and miracles of a saintly 
Flemish Benedictine who died in the year 1896. You will read with 
interest his quaint sayings and remarkable letters. Father Paul has 
been called the ‘““Wonderworker of the roth century,” so numerous 
were the miracles performed during his lifetime; nor have they ceased 
with his death. His life may be summed up in the words of the 
Gospel: “‘He went about doing good.” Also contains a sketch of the 
life of the holy patriarch St. Benedict, an explanation of his medal 
and prayers in his honor. A handsome gift. Bound in blue cloth 
with gold stamping. Five photo-tone illustrations with a portrait of 
Father Paul as frontispiece. Price, $2.00 


Inspiring Words of the BI. Cure of Ars 


The charming simplicity of this work appeals to the mind, the 
living unction imparted by its glowing words inflames the heart. The 
Bl. Curé of Ars had a profound knowledge of the human heart, and 
inderstood how to speak convincingly and impressively in plain,simple 
language of the truths of our holy religion. Old and young will profit 
by this interesting book. Durably bound, 25 cents 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 











Conception College and Seminary 


Conception, Missouri 


An Ideal College Home for Catholic Boys only. Conducted 
by the Benedictine Fathers. Beautiful and Healthful Location. 
Large Campus. Full High School and Collegiate Courses. Atten- 
dance Restricted.. For Information and Catalog, address 

THE REV. RECTOR, 
CONCEPTION COLLEGE, CONCEPTION, MISSOURI 


Prayer-Books 


The Golden Book 


A real treasury of inspiring prayers and practical instructions on 
devotion to Mary according to the teaching of Bl. de Montfort. This 
book in cloth binding, red edges, will be given for three new subscrip- 
tions; in leather binding, gilt edges for six new subscriptions to ““Tab- 
ernacle and Puragtory.” Those who cannot secure new subscriptions 
can procure the cloth bound book for 60 cts. and the leather bound 
book for $1.00. Hand-bound. 


Golden Links 


A selection of devotional exercises for young people. Size 27% 
x 4% inches, 347 pages. White celluloid binding, chromo design 
on front cover, metal clasp, gold edges, $2.25; white extra fine leather, 
picture on cover, $1.00; black leather binding, gold edges, $0.80: 
black cloth binding, red edges, $0.50. Hand-bound. 


Joy in God 


A handy ‘‘Vest Pocket Manual.” Size 434 x 2% inches, 270 pages. 
Morocco Grain, gilt edges, $0.90. Hand-bound. 





Gems of Prayer 
A complete prayer-book. Size 3%x 4% inches, 402 pages. 
Leather binding, gold edges, $1.00; morocco, embossed cover, gold 
edges, $1.60 


Guide to Heaven 


Complete prayer-book with Epistles and Gospels, Size 4% x3 
inches. 612 pages. $1.25 


Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A nun: “‘‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children’ may well be 
called a ‘Child’s Blessed Sacrament Book,’ so strongly and yet so 
simply does it lead them to the Divine Child in the Holy Eucharist.’” 


‘Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children’? — a complete prayer-book. Dur- 
able paper cover; color, dark blue. Price 20 cents each. Imitation leather cover;. 
colors: red, white or black. 25 cents each. 


Benediétine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








Our Booklet Publication 


Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home 
Short history of this devotion. Its spirit and object. How to 
perform the Enthronement. Complete prayers for ceremonial. 
Six Discourses on the Enthronement. 
Simply and charmingly Rev. P. Matheo, relates some wonders 
effected in homes where the Sacred Heart has been Enthroned. 


True Veneration of the Sacred Heart 
The infinite love of the Sacred Heart for the children of men. 
How we should return love for love and offer atonement. 

Come, Let us Adore! 


Two hours of adoration in honor of the Sacred Heart, extracted 
from the “‘Adoration Book of the Blessed Sacrament.” 


God Himself Our Sacrifice 
Will give you a better knowledge of Holy Mass. Even children 
will be drawn by these simple explanations and interesting miracles. 


In the Splendor of the Morning Sun 
Excellence of the Holy Sacrifice. By interesting explanations 
and examples it impresses the four ends of Holy Mass. 


Prayer, the Great Means of Grace 
The necessity of prayer; its excellence and sublimity; its effects. 
More Precious than Diamonds 
Contains the most beautiful that can be said of the love of God 
and the value of sanctifying grace. 
Go to Joseph 
Our powerful protector’s dignity, sanctity and glory; his feasts. 


Sit. Gertrude the Great 
A brief account of the wonderful life of this privileged virgin. 


Little Teresa of the Child Jesus 
Sketch of the life of this seraph of love; wonders after her death. 
Above booklets 10 cents each 


Assist the Souls in Purgatory 
Explains simply and clearly how we can aid the suffering souls. 


Message of the Sacred Heart > 
Read and ponder this most appealing and consoling message. 


Holy Water in the Christian Home 
It aids the living and the dead. The parental blessing. 


The Fountain of Grace and Children’s Communion 
Encourages frequent Communion for children and adults. 


Above booklets 3 copies for 10 cents 


Benediétine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Our Booklet Publication — Continued 
All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus 


A collection of beautiful prayers and acts of consecration to the 
Heart of Jesus. Also contains a Mass devotion. 


Little Devotions to the Holy Infant Jesus 
Inspiring prayers and aspirations unsurpassed in charm and beauty. 


From Olivet to Calvary 
Reflections and prayers. It will assist you to follow our agonizing 
- Savior throughout the stages of His bitter Passion. 


The Guard of Honor and the Holy Hour 
How to keep the Guard of Honor at any time, any place. Reflec- 
tions and prayers for the Holy Hour. A very useful booklet. 


Conformity to the Will of God 
It will teach you resignation in all the trials of this life and how 
to be happy even amidst suffering. 


Magnificence of the Love of God 
Explains in simple words the inestimable value of acts of love - 
and perfect contrition. A nun writes: It is a treasure.” 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 
True doctrine of the Church regarding frequent Communion. 
Practical suggestions for preparation. The Communion Mass. 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 
Practically all the approved indulgenced ejaculations in honor of 
our Divine Savior and His Blessed Mother conveniently grouped. 


Communion Devotions in Union with Mary 
A choice collection of prayers for Holy Communion and a Mass 
devotion in the spirit of Bl. Grignon de Montfort. 


Devotion to the Mother of Sorrows 
The inexpressible sufferings of the Queen of Martyrs. Promises 
of our Lord to those who venerate her sorrows. Prayers. 


Devotions to St. Joseph 
A rich variety of prayers in honor of this glorious saint. 


Good St. Ann 


Her power and dignity. Prayers and a novena. 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 
A spiritual banquet full of comfort for your sick friends. 


Above booklets 5 cents each 





Devotion to the Most Holy Trinity 
Encourages this most sublime of all devotions. Prayers. 


Two copies for 5 cents 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde Mo. 








Qur. Booklet Publication — Continued 


‘Devotion to Mary 
Advantages of the veneration of the Holy Virgin; in what devotion 
to Mary consists; the _ Immaculate Conception. 


De Montfort’s Devotion to Mary 
Why we should go to Jesus through Mary. Essential points of 
the true devotion. Exterior practices. Acts of consecration. 


Mary, Mother of God 
Treats of the sanctity and dignity of Mary as Mother of God. To 
read it and in return not to love Mary is well-nigh impossible.° 


Mary, Our Mother 
Our ladder to heaven; our consolation in affliction; our merciful 
refuge; our advocate in death; our deliverer from purgatory. 


Under Mary’s Mantle 
The powerful patronage of Mary; how to consecrate children to 
Our Lady; some striking examples of how Mary protects her own 


The Rosary, My Treasure 
A key to heaven; beauty of the rosary prayers; reflections on 
the mysteries; the Arch-Confraternity of the Holy Rosary. 


Above booklets 10 cents each 


The Way of the Cross 


An attractive “‘Station” booklet containing fifteen devotion-in- 
spiring pictures and beautiful prayers. A friend says: “Your ‘Way 
of the Cross’ is simply beautiful — so handy and such a help to medita- 
tion. I feel as though I shall always be indebted to you for so beautiful 
-a union of thought and prayer.” Price 30 cts. each. 


Wonders of the Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias 
History of the manifestations of the Holy Christ of Limpias, 
Spain, since March, 1919. Marvels witnessed by bishops, priests, 
physicians and pilgrims. 10 cents each. 


‘The Miraculous Crucifix of Limpias, Spain — Pictures 
Three different views inexpressibly beautiful and true. Made up 
in an elegant 16-page map of finest art paper, with a short history 
of this remarkable Crucifix and edifying reflections on the Passion. 
20 cents each. 


Santa Barbara Liniment 


An effective remedy for neuralgia or rheumatism. 
These and similar ailments are speedily relieved and, as a 
tule, permanently cured if the Liniment is used at the 
proper time and according to the directions enclosed. 
Price per bottle $1.50. Procured genuine only from 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 














ROSARIES 


First Communion and Birthday Gifts 


Small beads, 10 year guarantee, rolled-gold chain $2.00 
Large beads, ” ” pe “4 2.50 
Opal, Crystal, Sappherine, Amethyst, 
Colors — Emerald, Garnet, Jet and Topaz. 
Souvenirs for Graduation and Jubilees 
Rolled-gold beads elegantly carved in fluted design $5.00 & 6.00 
Fine cut oval beads, various colors, to yr. guarantee 3.00 


Oval jet beads, handsomely cut and polished, rolled-gold cross 
and center emblem beautifully ornamented, 20 yr. guarantee 4.50 
Cocoa beads, gold chain and cross 2.00 


Rosaries for Little Children 


Length 11-in. Steel beads, steel chain 0.25 
- ig Silver-plated beads, silver-plated chain 0.50 
” 16-in. Silver-plated beads, silver-plated chain 0.75 
” 16-in White beads, Agate Pearl, metal chain 0.50 


Rosaries for Daily Use 


Length 14-in. Small beads, 25 cts. each; per dozen 2.00 
” 16-in. Medium size, 35 cts. each; per dozen 3-00 
” 17-in. Large beads, 40 cts. each; per dozen 3-75 


Extra strong, large oval beads nickel-bound cross 
— 50 and 60 cents each 


Rolled-gold Scapular Lockets 


Small size, beautifully engraved, on gold-filled chain 2.75 
Large size, ” = _ ~ 3.25 
Scapular Medallions with rolled-gold-plated rim 0.25 
Gilt Scapular Medal 0.25 
Aluminum Scapular Medals 3 for 0.25 


St. Benedict Jubilee Medal 


Heavily gold-plated 
Without chain $1.00 On gold-filled chain 2.25 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Artistic Devotional 
Pictures 
For framing 


Make your selection from 
the following list of exquisite 
photo-tone pictures. They are 
inexpressibly beautiful with 
heavenly countenances. Such 
representations inspire devo- 


tion and will edify the members 








of your household as well as 
your visitors. Remember, the 
pictures on your walls manifest 


the spirit of your home. 


Pictures will be blessed 


upon request. 








Sacred Heart of Jesus, full figure 18 x 28 i in. $0.50 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - I5 x19 ’ -30 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, bust - - 11X14 “39 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Pleading With renewal 8 x 12 10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Reigning) of Consecration 8 x 12 -10 
Sacred Heart of Jesus Bleeding 8x 12 in., rocts. 10 x 14 -20 
Sacred Heart of Jesus J : 17 X 21 35 
Sacred Heart of Mary{ ©™panion pictures ,, , 2; -35 
The Last Supper 20 X 32 -75 
Our Lady of the Sacred Heart 18 x 26 .50 
Mother Most Amiable . 16 x 25 -50 
Mother Most Admirable - 10 X 14 -20 
Mother Most Sorrowful 14 X 22 -35 
Agony of Our Lord 16x 24 -35 
Ecce Homo - 14X19 25 
The Holy Face - 16 x 21 -40 
St. Joseph in Glory 18 x 24 -50 
Death of St. Joseph 15 X 22 35 
Angel Guardian - 10 X19 -20 
. Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adee. Clyde, Mo. 





Be sure to send your orders in early for articles intended 
as Christmas gifts and avoid disappointments occasioned 
by holidvy delays. 








